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Squadron members are honored 
Inside Inside Full ThrottleFull Throttle  

 

• Color Guard helps to honor fallen hero   2 
• 3 officers are appointed to squadron staff posts      4 
• DDR message: ‘Drugs will destroy your life’  5  
• Officer enjoys a most ‘simulating’ experience         6 

• Cadets, seniors schedule holiday celebrations          6 
• Ten cadets gain advancement in grade       7 
 

See the Quarterly Training Schedule (QTS) for upcom-

ing events and contact information. Also, go to http://

azwg.us for the calendar of activities within the Civil 

Air Patrol’s Arizona Wing. 

    Twelve members of Deer Valley Composite 

Squadron 302 were among the more than 40 

Civil Air Patrol (CAP) volunteers who were 

presented awards at the Arizona Wing’s 

Group IV Dining Out in November at Luke 

Air Force Base. The 12 awards were the highest 
number received by any squadron in Group IV.  
    More than 200 CAP officers, cadets and guests 
gathered for the formal gala at Club Thunderbolt 
where U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Noel T. “Tom” 
          (Continued on page 3) 

Squadron Commander Lt. Col. Chas Buchanan (third from right) and Group IV Commander Maj. Squadron Commander Lt. Col. Chas Buchanan (third from right) and Group IV Commander Maj. 

Adam Such (right) are shown with squadron Commander’s Commendation recipients (from left) Adam Such (right) are shown with squadron Commander’s Commendation recipients (from left) 

C/2nd Lt. Robert Gassert, Capt. Jerry Porter, Capt. Ken Young, 1st Lt. Casey Young and Capt. Les C/2nd Lt. Robert Gassert, Capt. Jerry Porter, Capt. Ken Young, 1st Lt. Casey Young and Capt. Les 

Manser. Not shown are awardees Capt. Michael Rich and Capt. William Rogers.  (Photo by Capt. Manser. Not shown are awardees Capt. Michael Rich and Capt. William Rogers.  (Photo by Capt. 

J. Brandon Masangcay)J. Brandon Masangcay)  



Honoring  
a fallen hero 
 

    Deer Valley Composite Squad-
ron 302’s Color Guard present-
ed the colors on Veteran’s Day at 
the renaming dedication of the 
Christopher J. Lapka American 
Legion Post 105 in north Phoenix. 
   Formerly known as Westtown 
American Legion Post 105, the post was renamed in 
memory of U.S. Marine Cpl. Christopher J. Lapka, 
22, of Peoria, who was killed in October 2004 in Iraq. 
The corporal have given up a full-ride scholarship to 
Arizona State University to fight in the War on Terror. 
    Squadron Color Guard members include commander 
C/TSgt. Michael Padrick, C/SSgt. Kyle Corales,      
C/SrA Daniel Vogt and Kegan Edmondson, C/A1C 
David Matteson and C/Am Steven Cothran. Advisors 
are SMSgt. Del Rubi and Officer Mike Matteson. 

    In the accompanying photos provided by Officer Matteson: 1) 
(from left) Cadets Padrick, Corales and Edmondson (back to camera) 
present the colors; 2) Cadets Corales, Vogt, Matteson, Cothran and 
Padrick march in for the ceremony; and 3) Cadets Corales and Matte-
son prepare the flag to be raised.     
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Full Throttle 
���� Full Throttle  is the monthly e-newsletter for officers, cadets and 
friends of Deer Valley Composite Squadron 302, Arizona Wing, 
U.S. Civil Air Patrol. Its mission is to bolster communication with 
and among officers and cadets, enhance awareness of squadron 
activities, and share news and information about the squadron and 
its personnel. 
    Story suggestions and submissions can be forwarded by the 15th 
of the month preceding publication to Capt. Jerry Porter,  squadron 
public-affairs officer, at civilairpatrolsq302pao@cox.net.  
    To guarantee receipt of the newsletter, readers should ensure 
their e-mail addresses and other contact information remain current 
with the squadron and on e-services at www.capnhq.gov . 
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National First-Place Co-Winner—Newsletters 
2007 Maj. Howell Balsem 

CAP Exceptional Achievement Awards  
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