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CAP honors 
Full Throttle 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Squadron PAO receives 
first-ever Balsem Award 

 

    Full Throttle begins its second year of 
publication with recognition as being 
among the elite newsletters in the U.S. 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP). 
    2Lt. Jerry Porter, editor and public-

affairs officer (PAO) for Deer Valley Com-

posite Squadron 302, was selected as the 

national first-place co-winner of the inaugu-

ral Maj. Howell Balsem CAP Exceptional 

Achievement Award for newsletters. 

    Lt. Porter was presented the award by 

Brig. Gen. Amy S. Courter, CAP’s acting 

national commander, and Col. Michael 
Caldwell, deputy director of public affairs, 

Secretary of the Air Force Office of Public 

Affairs, in early August during CAP’s inau-

gural PAO Academy in Atlanta.  

    More than 60 entries were received from 

across the nation in the newsletter category, 

                                 (Continued on page 2) 
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• Deputy commander     3  
• New staff officer       4 
• Safety: Check rides     6 

See the Quarterly Training Schedule (QTS) for upcoming 

events and contact information. Also, go to http://azwg.us 

for the calendar of activities within the Civil Air Patrol’s 

Arizona Wing. 

2Lt. Jerry Porter (center), Deer Valley Composite Squad-

ron 302 public-affairs officer, accepts the 2007 Maj. How-

ell Balsem CAP Exceptional Achievement Award for news-

letters from Brig. Gen. Amy S. Courter (left), CAP acting 

national commander, and Col. Michael Caldwell, deputy 

director of public affairs, Secretary of the Air Force Office 

of Public Affairs, during ceremonies in August in Atlanta.  

• Getting to Know          7 

• UDF training                    8 

• Promotions         9 
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… Squadron newsletter honored nationally  
 

making it the largest of nine overall categories in which awards 

were presented. Full Throttle shared the national first-place honor 

with Minnesota Wing Tips, the monthly newsletter of the Minne-

sota Wing. 

    The Balsem Awards are named for Maj. Howell Balsem, the 

U.S. Air Force officer considered by CAP historians to be the first 

PAO to serve CAP on the national level in the 1940s and ’50s. 

    Lt. Porter joined Deer Valley Composite Squadron 302 in April 

2006 and launched Full Throttle when he became squadron PAO 

five months later. He recently assumed additional duties as assis-

tant aerospace-education officer for cadets and is a qualified mis-

sion scanner and observer. 

    In addition to his squadron duties, Lt. Porter is director of com-

munication services for Sun Health, a non-profit healthcare pro-

vider in Sun City. He also is a full professor at Western Interna-

tional University (WIU), where he is co-chair of the departments   

of business, public administration, health and human services, and 

supply-chain management. He also 

is vice chair of the WIU University 

Academic Council, which is com-

prised of all academic department 

heads. 
      

 Members asked to note 
 these upcoming events 
   Following are key dates Deer Valley 
 Composite Squadron 302 members are 
 asked to note: 

• Squadron open house (7 p.m. Monday, 
  Oct. 1) — Encourage family, friends and co-   

  workers to come and learn more about the 

  benefits of membership and participation. 

• Copperstate Regional EEA Fly-In (Oct. 
  25-28, Casa Grande Municipal Airport) — 
  Officers and cadets are needed to help with 

  this aircraft exhibition. Contact Capt. Paula 

  Ramage at kcramage@cox.net for details. 

• Group IV Dining Out (Saturday, Nov. 17, 
  Luke Air Force Base) — Save the date for 

  this CAP dining and recognition event. More 

  details to be included in the next issue of  

  Full Throttle. 
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Full Throttle 
����Full Throttle is the monthly e-newsletter for offi-
cers, cadets and friends of Deer Valley Composite 
Squadron 302, Arizona Wing, U.S. Civil Air Patrol. 
Its mission is to bolster communication with and 
among officers and cadets, enhance awareness of 
squadron activities, and share news and informa-
tion about the squadron and its personnel. 
    Story suggestions and submissions can be for-
warded by the 15th of the month preceding publica-
tion to 2Lt. Jerry Porter, squadron public-affairs 
officer, at civilairpatrolsq302pao@cox.net.  
    To guarantee receipt of the newsletter, readers 
should ensure their e-mail addresses and other 
contact information remain current with the squad-
ron and on e-services at www.capnhq.gov. 
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National First-Place Co-Winner—Newsletters 
2007 Maj. Howell Balsem  

CAP Exceptional Achievement Awards�

The first-ever national co-  

winning Balsem Award for  

 CAP newsletters resides within 

the trophy case at Deer Valley 

Composite Squadron 302.   



    Maj. Attila Szokol has assumed duties as 
deputy commander for adults for Deer Val-
ley Composite Squadron 302, announced 
Capt. Paula Ramage, squadron commander. 

He will continue his previous duties as stan-

dardization and evaluation officer. 

    “Our squadron is most fortunate to have Maj. 

Szokol serving in this important position,” Capt. 

Ramage says. “His qualifications are impecca-

ble, and he enjoys the respect and admiration of 

all squadron members.” 

    Maj. Szokol says he looks forward to the 

challenges of his new position as the com-

mander's right hand. 

    “Running an active squadron such as we have 

at 302 is a tremendous undertaking,” he ob-

serves. “My job is to assist the commander in 

keeping all the balls being juggled in the air and 

do what I can to ease some of her task-loading.” 

    A pilot for 20 years and former aviation op-

erations specialist in the Arizona Army National 

Guard, Maj. Szokol is a 737 first officer and 

simulator instructor for US Airways but has 

been working primarily for the past 18 months 

in the Training and Standards Department on 

the merger fleet-integration project (rewriting 

manuals, procedures, checklists, etc.) of US Air-

ways and the former America West Airlines. 

    “Every chance I get – which isn’t often 

enough – I’ll escape the cubicle farm and actu-

ally fly a trip,” he grins. 

    Maj. Szokol has accumulated approximately 

7,000 hours of flight time plus a considerable 

amount of simulator time. He is an Airline 

Transport Pilot, type-rated in the Boeing 737, de 

Havilland Dash 8 and Beechcraft 1900. He also 

is a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI-II-MEI). 

    The Glendale resident joined Deer Valley 

Composite Squadron 302 in the fall of 2001 

while furloughed from America West in the 

wake of the Sept. 11 attacks.  

    “I wanted to find a way I could do something 

useful with my skills,” he recalls. “Capt. Bill 
Sander (squadron aircraft-maintenance officer) �
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Szokol is appointed deputy commander 
told me about 

Squadron 302, 

so I wandered in 

one night, liked 

what I saw, and 

signed up right 

then and there.” 

    As standardi-

zation and 

evaluation offi-

cer, he works 

with Capts. 

Sander and Bill 
Rogers to en-

sure compe-

tence, profi-

ciency and pro-

fessionalism 

among squadron pilots. 

    “Unofficially, I’ve also been one of the guys 

who helps to keep members’ training records 

squared away in the myriad of databases the 

Civil Air Patrol (CAP) uses to verify specialty 

qualifications,” Maj. Szokol says. “No matter 

how much training somebody has under his belt 

or how much he knows, if it isn’t validated in a 

computer somewhere, that member is not consid-

ered qualified.” 

    He says his first CAP mission – flying an ac-

tual search in the White Mountains – was his 

most memorable.  

    “I was still a mission-pilot trainee, seeing for 

the first time how a full-blown mission was exe-

cuted,” he recalls. “I was very impressed by how 

professionally the whole operation was run. I 

don’t think I’ve ever been so proud to be a part 

of an organization so competent and committed!” 

    Citing the camaraderie among fellow squadron 

members as the reason for his continued interest 

in CAP, Maj. Szokol states, “In the many circles 

I’ve run, I’ve never come across so many inter-

esting, talented people who volunteer to do such 

an important, demanding job. It is a privilege to 

associate with such fine individuals!” 

Maj. Attila Szokol 



Manser accepts multiple roles 
as member of squadron staff 
    Former U.S. Air Force Capt. Les Manser has accepted multi-
ple staff positions within Deer Valley Composite Squadron 302 
and will serve as the squadron’s cadet aerospace-education offi-
cer, cadet test-control officer, flight-operations officer and flight-
release officer, announced Capt. Paula Ramage, squadron com-
mander. 
    Officer Manser, a pilot who joined the squadron in May as a 
senior member, has completed his mission scanner training and is 
nearing completion of his qualifications for mission observer. He 
is pursing U.S. Civil Air Patrol technician ratings in aerospace 
education and flight operations.  
    He brings to the squadron 12 years of Air Force experience in 
the enlisted and officer ranks. Officer Manser was an avionics 
maintenance specialist and attained the grade of staff sergeant 
during four years as an enlistee. He served as an officer for eight 
years after being commissioned in 1978 through Officer Training  
School. 
    As an officer, he served as an F-4E/G instructor, weapons-system officer, wing standardization and 
evaluation officer, wing weapons and tactics officer, wing electronic warfare officer, supervisor of 
flying and air-operations officer. He has 1,800 flight hours as an Air Force-rated navigator in fighter 
aircraft.  
    Officer Manser separated from the Air Force in 1986 and earned his master of science degree in 
aeronautical science with a 4.0 grade-point average from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. He 
earlier had completed his bachelor of science degree in electronics technology from Troy State Uni-
versity in Alabama. 
    After completing his graduate degree, Officer Manser had supplemental Air Force experience from 
1988 to 1992 as an F-15E academic and simulator instructor at Luke Air Force Base through 
McDonnell-Douglas Training Systems, Inc. He trained all F-15E aircrews who participated in the 
1990 Gulf War. Notably, no aircraft crewed by his students was lost during Desert Storm combat op-
erations.  
    Officer Manser served for six years as an adjunct instructor for Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity at its Luke Air Force Base campus, instructing courses at the undergraduate and graduate lev-
els in simulation in aviation and aerospace, air-carrier operations, business and commercial flight op-
erations, and computers in aviation.  
    His other qualifications include being a Federal Aviation Administration-rated private pilot and 
aircraft dispatcher. He has a single-engine-land (SEL) private-pilot instrument rating, multiple-engine
-land (MEL) commercial-pilot instrument rating, and a total of 300 hours of SEL and MEL flight 
time including almost 200 hours as a pilot in command. He has 12 hours thus far in the “glass cock-
pit” Cessna 182. 
    A quality manager since 1993, the Glendale resident has been employed the past six years for 
Ditron Manufacturing, Inc.  
    He is a certified quality auditor. 
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Senior Member Les Manser 


