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Performing Missions For America                     —                   Semper Vigilans (Always Vigilant) 
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See the Quarterly Training Schedule (QTS) for up-

coming events and contact information. Also, go to 

http://azwg.us for the calendar of activities within 

the Civil Air Patrol’s Arizona Wing. 

Squadron continues support  
of ADOT weekend missions 

Locating accidents such as the one shown circled 

(above right) and from a closer view (above) on 

State Route 87 is one of the key missions of sum-

mer flights conducted by the U.S. Civil Air Patrol’s 

Arizona Wing for the Arizona Department of 

Transportation.   

    Aircrews from Deer Valley Composite 
Squadron 302 are accumulating an average 
of five or more flight hours each week in sup-
port of the Arizona Department of Transpor-
tation’s (ADOT’s) summer program to 
monitor weekend afternoon traffic condi-
tions and safety concerns along Interstate 17 
and State Route 87 (Beeline Highway).  
                                        (Continued on page 2) 
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… ADOT missions ongoing to Labor Day 
(Continued form page 1) 
    Several Arizona Wing squadrons are involved in the flights primarily on Friday and Sunday after-

noons along the two major arteries to the state’s cooler high country. Aircrews have monitored traffic 

and lane closures, identified accidents and reported stranded motorists plus searched for road debris 

and any other safety hazards since the program began Memorial Day weekend. The missions are 

scheduled to continue through the Labor Day weekend.  

Full Throttle 
����Full Throttle is the monthly e-newsletter for offi-
cers, cadets and friends of Deer Valley Composite 
Squadron 302, Arizona Wing, Civil Air Patrol. Its mis-
sion is to bolster communication with and among offi-
cers and cadets, enhance awareness of squadron ac-
tivities, and share news and information about the 
squadron and its personnel. 
    Story suggestions and submissions can be for-
warded by the 15th of the month preceding publication 
to 2Lt. Jerry Porter, squadron public-affairs officer, at 
civilairpatrolsq302pao@cox.net.  
    To guarantee receipt of the newsletter, readers 
should ensure their e-mail addresses and other con-
tact information remain current with the squadron and 
on e-services at www.capnhq.gov. 
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Quips from the cockpit 
    Following are some humorous cockpit conversa-
tions among Deer Valley Composite Squadron 302 
aircrew members during a recent Arizona Depart-
ment of Transportation (ADOT) flight. The crew 
was flying along State Route 87 (Beeline Highway) 
toward Payson in the mountainous Rim Country: 
    Pilot: “We’ll be flying today between 3,500 feet and 

10,500 feet.” 

    Scanner: “Let’s make sure we get those in the right 

order!” 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

    Pilot: “What’s the next event on the list?” 

    Observer (with a dry wit): “There’s a very large pile 

of dirt (i,e., mountain) in front of us.” 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

    Moral: As is emphasized in these examples, always 

keep safety first! 

Aircrews have used special ADOT-supplied 

laptop computers with GPS navigational 

software that superimposes mile markers 

along the traveled route. The red circle with 

the downward-pointing arrow indicates the 

aircraft’s position and direction above the 

highway.   



Aircrews gaining 
familiarity with 
‘glass cockpit’  
 

    During the weekend missions for the 
Arizona Department of Transportation 
(ADOT), Deer Valley Composite Squad-
ron 302 aircrews have been gaining fa-
miliarity with the special features of the 
new G1000 Cessna 182 “glass cockpit” 
aircraft that has been on loan from the 
Oklahoma Wing,  
    The loan was arranged through the Arizona 
Wing when the squadron’s Cessna 182 — 
N9170X — was taken out of service for ex-
tended maintenance. The “glass cockpit” air-
craft is expected to remain available to squad-
ron aircrews until early fall. 
    Integrated within the G1000 are all primary 
flight, navigation, communication, engine, and 
sensor data on the dual 10-inch, XGA-
resolution (1,024x768-pixel) displays. Further, 
the system offers situational awareness for 
flight management, aircraft control, traffic, ter-
rain and weather that assist the mission pilot in 
making critical decisions during flight. 
    Several squadron pilots either already have 
gained or are working toward achieving their 
qualification for the “glass cockpit” aircraft. 
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Mission observer and senior member Les Manser (top 
photo) of Deer Valley Composite Squadron 302 logs 
events during an ADOT mission. The Cessna 182 
“glass cockpit” aircraft has dual console screens that 
provide information ranging from terrain (top photo) 
to weather (lower photo).  

Article by Payson author 
is recommended reading 
 

    Safety officer Maj. Tim Beckwith of Deer 
Valley Composite Squadron 302 recommends 
all Civil Air Patrol (CAP) pilots and flight 
crews read an article about CAP by Payson au-
thor Jay Hopkins in the June issue of Flying 
Magazine.  
    Hopkins, a regular contributor to the publica-
tion, wrote about CAP as a good opportunity to fly 
for a cause. 

Squadron cadets shown 
in Volunteer magazine 
 

    A photo of Deer Valley Composite 
Squadron 302 cadets silhouetted against 
the Arizona sky appears on page 3 of the 
July-August issue of Civil Air Patrol’s 
Volunteer  magazine. 
    The photo recognizes the squadron on the 
achievement of its 50th anniversary of ser-
vice in May. The squadron was chartered on 
May 20, 1957. 


