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See the Quarterly Training Schedule (QTS) for up-
coming events and contact information plus http://

azwg.us for the Civil Air Patrol’s Arizona Wing calen-
dar. Be sure to visit the squadron’s Web site at 

www.squadron302.org. 

��� �� ���apt. Les Manser was 
installed Monday, June 

8, as commander of Deer Val-
ley Composite Squadron 302, 
succeeding Lt. Col. Chas Bu-
chanan, who was appointed 
chief of staff of the Arizona 
Wing of the Civil Air Patrol 
(CAP). 
    Presiding over the change of 
command, which occurred at 
the close of the weekly cadet 
meeting, was Maj. Rita Bivens-Scherer, com-
mander of Arizona Wing Group IV, of which the 

squadron is part. Maj. Atilla Szokol,  the squad-
ron’s deputy commander for adults, had served 
as interim squadron commander since Lt. Col. 
Buchanan’s Wing appointment. Maj. Szokol re-
linquished command to Maj. Bivens-Scherer, 
who then installed Capt. Manser as commander 
while more than 30 cadets stood in formation 
behind the officers. 
    Since joining Deer Valley Composite Squad-
ron 302 in May 2007, the new commander has 
served the squadron as operations officer, aero-
space education officer for seniors, aircraft main- 
(Continued on page 3) 

Capt. Les Manser (right) accepts command of Deer Valley Composite 
Squadron 302 from Maj. Rita Bivens-Scherer, Arizona Wing 
Group IV commander. 
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CAP first impression is lasting one  
                       ~  ~  ~ 

Father, son join after 
speaking with cadets   

 

��������f first impressions make lasting 
impressions, then two new mem-

bers of Deer Valley Composite 
Squadron 302 can credit their in-
volvement in the Civil Air Patrol 
(CAP) to how well cadets represented 
themselves at public functions.  
    Senior member Chris Shehi and his 
son, Cadet Sebastian Shehi, 12, joined 
the squadron in February. 
    “We were looking at various youth 
groups - the Boy Scouts and other or-

ganizations - to consider joining,” says the elder Shehi, a Honeywell engineer. “We’d had attended 
various air shows, noticed CAP cadets and stopped to talk to them. In every case, we were impressed 
with how well the cadets spoke and how knowledgeable they were about the program. They always 
looked us in the eye and were extremely polite. Based on those experiences, we decided CAP would 

be a great organization to join.” 
    Sebastian Shehi, who will enter seventh grade 
this fall at Hillcrest Junior High School, has been 
undergoing orientation training while his father is 
serving as the cadet orientation-flight officer, ar-
ranging flights for cadets who complete their aero-
space modules. Chris Shehi also has completed his 
Emergency Services training as a mission scanner 
and will be advancing with training to be a mission 
observer. 

Full ThrottleFull Throttle   
���� Full Throttle  is the monthly e-newsletter for 
officers, cadets and friends of Deer Valley Com-
posite Squadron 302, Arizona Wing, Civil Air 
Patrol. Its mission is to bolster communication 
with and among officers and cadets, enhance 
awareness of squadron activities, and share 
news and information about the squadron and 
its personnel. In addition, the newsletter also 
can be viewed under the “News” link on the 
squadron’s Web site at www.squadron302.org. 
    Story submissions can be forwarded by the 
15th of the month preceding publication to Capt. 
Jerry Porter,  squadron public-affairs officer, at 
civilairpatrolsq302pao@cox.net.  
    To guarantee receipt of the newsletter, read-
ers should ensure their e-mail addresses and 
other contact information 
remain current both with the 
squadron and national e-
services at 
www.capnhq.gov . 
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Senior member Chris Shehi undergoes training as a mission 
scanner during May’s Arizona Wing operational exercise. 

�

Cadet Sebastian Shehi pilots an F-16 simulator at 
Luke Air Force Base. 

�
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Manser to outline goals 

��������n the July issue of Full Throttle, Capt. 
Les Manser, newly installed commander 

of Deer Valley Composite Squadron 302, will 
outline his vision and goals for the squadron.  
    Be sure to watch for this upcoming issue. 

(Continued from page 1) 
tenance officer, test-control officer, inspector 
general (IG) complaint officer and web security 
administrator. In addition, he serves at the Wing 
level as an IG inspector, cadet flight-orientation 
administrator and was the Wing project officer 
for the U.S. Air Force-CAP Compliance Inspec-
tion earlier this year. 
    Capt Manser’s CAP honors include a Com-
mender’s Commendation Award, Benjamin O. 
Davis, Jr., Award, A. Scott Crossfield Award,  
Gen. Chuck E. Yeager Aerospace Education 
Award, and leadership and member ribbons. 
    He brings to his post 12 years of Air Force 
experience in the enlisted and officer ranks. 
Capt. Manser was an avionics maintenance spe-
cialist and attained the grade of staff sergeant 
during four years as an enlistee. He served as an 
officer for eight years after being commissioned 
in 1978 through Officer Training School and 
rose to the rank of captain. 
    As an officer, he served as an F-4E/G instruc-
tor, weapons-system officer, wing standardiza-
tion and evaluation officer, wing weapons and 
tactics officer, wing electronic warfare officer, 
supervisor of flying and air-operations officer. 
He has 1,800 flight hours as an Air Force-rated 
navigator in fighter aircraft. 
    Among his Air Force decorations are a Com-
mendation Medal, Achievement Medal, Out-
standing Unit Award with one Oak Leaf Cluster 
(OLC), Overseas Service Ribbon Short Tour 
with two OLCs, Longevity Service Award with 
two OLCs, Combat Readiness Medal, Small 
Arms Expert marksmanship ribbon, U.S. non-  

military decorations 
and National De-
fense Service 
Medal.    
    Capt. Manser 
separated from the 
Air Force in 1986 
and earned his mas-
ter of science de-
gree in aeronautical 
science with a 4.0 
grade-point average 
from Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University. He earlier had com-
pleted his bachelor of science degree in elec-
tronics technology from Troy State  University 
in Alabama. 
    After completing his graduate degree, Capt. 
Manser had supplemental Air Force experience 
from 1988 to 1992 as an F-15E academic and 
simulator instructor at Luke Air Force Base 
through McDonnell-Douglas Training Systems, 
Inc. He trained all F-15E aircrews who partici-
pated in the 1990 Gulf War. Notably, no aircraft 
crewed by his students was lost during Desert 
Storm combat operations. 
    Capt. Manser served for six years as an ad-
junct instructor for Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University at its Luke Air Force Base campus.  
    His other qualifications include being a Fed-
eral Aviation Administration-rated private pilot 
and aircraft dispatcher. He has a single-engine-
land (SEL) private-pilot instrument rating, mul-
tiple-engine-land (MEL) commercial-pilot in-
strument rating, and a total of 300 hours of SEL 
and MEL flight time including almost 200 
hours as a pilot in command. He is a qualified 
CAP mission scanner and observer, transport 
pilot, instrument pilot and flight-release officer. 
    A quality manager since 1993, the Glendale 
resident has been employed for the past eight 
years by Ditron Manufacturing, Inc.  
    He is a certified quality auditor. 

… New commander installed 

Capt. Les Manser  



Pilot-in-command Capt. Bill Rogers (left) keeps 
a watchful eye and also monitors for other air 
traffic on the video display inside the squad-
ron’s aircraft. 
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Water adventuresWater adventures  
During May’s Arizona Wing operational  
exercise, an aircrew from Deer Valley 
Composite Squadron 302 searched Roo-
sevelt Lake and other areas for signs of 
distressed boaters and inspected dams. 

An island in the sun 
(above left) drew inter-
est as did a boat float-
ing in an area formerly 
dry from the long 
drought (center above). 
Mostly, however, boat-
ers enjoyed the water 
(right).  
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Getting to knowGetting to know 
  Career provides ‘Knaack’ for stories  
    With a wry smile and twinkle in his eyes, 
long-time Deer Valley Composite Squadron 
302 member Lt. Col. Frank Knaack always 
has a “Knaack” for sharing a fascinating 
flight story.  
    Following are questions and answers to ac-
quaint members of the squadron with one of its 
most approachable, personable and respected 
officers: 
                           ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Q: When did you join the squadron?  
· I joined Deer Valley Composite Squadron 

302 in January 1997. Previously, I had been a 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP) member in Maryland, 
California, Wyoming, Massachusetts, Wash-
ington, D.C., and Texas. In 35 years of work-
ing for the government, I made many moves, 
and fortunately, a few were in the vicinity of a 
CAP unit.  

 

Q: What was your motivation to join?  
· My motivation for joining CAP started at 16 

in Maryland as I was learning how to fly.  
CAP always has been an enjoyable group to 
belong to for 22 active years.  

 

Q: What positions have you had within the 
squadron and CAP?  
· Here in Deer Valley Squadron 302, I was the 

personnel officer for more than nine years. I 
am now on the staff of the Wing inspector 
general.  Other places, other times, I have 
been an operations officer and, of course, al-
ways part of the emergency-services flight 
crews.  

 

Q: Do you have any flight qualifications?  
· I started as a private pilot in 1949 and then 

earned my commercial rating. Later, I added 
multi-engine, instrument, seaplane and heli-
copter ratings. I instructed for a few years but 
no longer am current. Flying now with CAP 
is very enjoyable, a great way to add the final 
few hundred hours to my total of 8,000 hours.  

I especially like 
flying with profes-
sional and safe pi-
lots, the standard 
set for CAP pilots.  

 

Q: Do you have 
military experience? 
· Oh, yes, an enjoy-

able 21 years in 
the U.S. Air Force. 
I didn't like the 
cold night I spent 
in a Korean rice 
paddy with a 
busted helicopter, 
but most everything else was good.  I had varied 
air assignments in the years, from rescue in Ko-
rea to flying big stuff (B-47s and B-52s).  I had 
a cross-service assignment with the Army as a 
helicopter flight instructor. Now, that was fun! 
Other jobs included a temporary stint with the 
Royal Air Force in England assisting with its 
nuclear bomber force (Avro Vulcan airplanes), 
working on the NATO nuclear planning staff in 
Germany and serving three years on the U.S. 
Embassy staff in Guatemala. My last overseas 
job was as deputy base commander in the Me-
kong Delta in Vietnam. I got to fly a C-47 gun-
ship and worked with the U.S. Army in the test 
of a "stealth observation airplane."  My final Air 
Force job was as an FB-111 logistics squadron 
commander in New York.  

 

Q: What was your occupation? 
· After Air Force retire-

ment, I went into educa-
tion as my next career. I. 
was an assistant to the 
director of  higher-
education training at 
Northern Arizona Uni- 

     (Continued on page 6) 

Lt. Col. Frank Knaack 
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… Knaack has background in military, education… Knaack has background in military, education  
(Continued from page 5) 

versity before the U.S. navy offered me the job as assistant academic 
director of the Navy Civil Engineer School in California, a professional 
school under the Navy Education Command at Pensacola. An educator 
working with engineers has a hard job, but we survived 15 years to-
gether.  

 

Q: What is your educational background?  
· I have a bachelor of education degree from the University of Nebraska 

and a master of education in instructional standards from the University 
of Arizona. I decided to go "whole hog" in education and picked up a second master’s at Northern 
Arizona University while I was enmeshed in the doctor of education program in community col-
lege administration.    

Q: In what community do you reside?  
· In Phoenix, specifically Deer Valley Village. It's nice to be warm after spending a few winters in 

Wyoming, New England and Flagstaff.   
 

Q: What are your hobbies?  
· I'm a garage and workshop "tinkerer" along with traveling as a retiree. I find retirement keeps me 

much busier than when I was working at a regular day job. 

Sharing a storySharing a story  

Ready Ready   
to launchto launch  

As part of their 
aerospace edu-
cation training, 
three cadets 
from Deer Val-
ley Composite 
Squadron 302  - 
C/SrA Zachary 
Rossi and Skyler 
Wilson and      
C/Amn Peter 
Garcia - gath-
ered at Tra-
monto Park in 
far north Phoe-
nix to launch 
model rockets. 
In the photo at 
right, Cadet 
Rossi prepares 
his rocket for 
launch. Support 
staff for the ac-
tivity were Senior Member Mat-
thew Costabile and C/CMSgt Alex 
Patocs. 
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    Congratulations are extended to these three Deer Valley Composite Squadron cadets who 
recently earned advancements in grade:  

 

To Cadet Senior Master Sergeant:  
Alethia Patocs  
 

To Cadet Airman: Blade Cavanaugh  
and Patrick Feeney 

 

Members of Deer Valley Composite Squadron 302’s cadet color guard present the colors during Memorial 
Day observances at the National Memorial Cemetery in north Phoenix. (Photo courtesy of Capt. Brandon 
Masangcay) 

Remembering Remembering   
sacrificesacrifice  

Three squadron cadets advance in grade 

�

  
  

“Keep away from “Keep away from 
people who try to people who try to 
belittle your ambi-belittle your ambi-
tions. Small people tions. Small people 
always do that, but always do that, but 

the really great the really great 
make you feel that make you feel that 

you, too, can become great.”you, too, can become great.”  
  

 ——  Mark Twain (1825Mark Twain (1825--1910)1910)  
    Humorist and writerHumorist and writer   

StudyStudy  TestTest  

PPromoteromote  


