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Mead assumes Mead assumes   
cadet commandcadet command 
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 two-time member of the Civil Air Pa-
trol's national championship cadet drill 

team who aspires to attend the U.S. Air 
Force Academy (USAFA) has assumed du-
ties as cadet commander of Deer Valley 
Composite Squadron 302.  
    C/2Lt. William Mead, 17, who says he is 

"eager and enthusiastic" about leading the 

squadron's cadets, was installed Monday, April 

27. He assumed duties from the former cadet 

commander, C/2Lt. Caleb Eaves, who served 

in the post the last nine months.  

    A 4½-year squadron member, C/2Lt. Mead 

has served as the squadon's cadet executive 

officer, orientation officer in command, orien-

tation instructor and flight sergeant.  

    The new cadet commander has attended the 

CAP National Flight Academy where he so-

loed a powered aircraft and will attend CAP's 

Cadet Officer School at Maxwell Air Force 

Base in Alabama. He was a staff member of 

the Arizona Wing Encampment in 2007 and is 

working toward earning his private pilot's li-

cense.  

                                       (Continued on page 3) 
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See the Quarterly Training Schedule (QTS) for upcom-
ing events and contact information plus http://azwg.us 

for the Civil Air Patrol’s Arizona Wing calendar. Be sure 
to visit the squadron’s Web site at www.squadron302.org. 

C/2Lt. William Mead (left) assumes cadet command 
from Deer Valley Composite Squadron 302’s com-
mander, Lt. Col. Chas Buchanan, as outgoing cadet 

commander C/2Lt. Caleb Eaves stands at attention. 
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Buchanan appointed to Wing post, 
will relinquish squadron command   
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t. Col. Chas Buchanan has been appointed chief of staff   

 for the Arizona Wing of the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and 

will relinquish command of Deer Valley Composite Squadron 

302 upon the appointment of a succes-

sor.  
    At press time, no successor as squad-

ron commander formally had been ap-

pointed; Maj. Attila Szokol is the 

squadron’s deputy commander for adults 

while 2Lt. Richard Shortridge serves 

as deputy commander for cadets. 

    The appointment as chief of staff was 

announced by Col. John Eggen, com-

mander of the Arizona Wing, and was 

effective May 1. Col. Eggen states Lt. 

Col. Buchanan brings to his new post an “extensive working 

knowledge of logistics, supply, safety, and maintenance and opera-

tions, having held those positions at the squadron 

level” during his 22-year career as a pilot and sen-

ior command officer in the U.S. Air Force.  

    After retiring from the Air Force, Lt. Col. Bu-

chanan was named director of operations for the 

Barry M. Goldwater Range Management Office at 

Luke Air Force Base.  

    He joined CAP in 2005 and assumed command 

of Deer Valley Composite Squadron 302 in Octo-

ber 2007. As commander, he has focused on 

strengthening the squadron’s emergency services 

and cadet operations. He also led the squadron 

through its most recent subordinate unit inspection 

that culminated in an overall “excellent” rating. 

    “The level of respect and admiration felt by the 

squadron for Lt. Col. Buchanan is unbounded,” 

states Maj. Szokol. “He has an incredible ability to 

work well and effectively with peers, subordinates 

and command at any level, and we are confident 

the wing is gaining a highly qualified and forward

-looking new chief of staff. We wish him our best 

and thank him most sincerely for his excellent ser-

vice to the squadron. He will be missed.” 

Full ThrottleFull Throttle  
����Full Throttle is the monthly e-newsletter for 
officers, cadets and friends of Deer Valley Com-
posite Squadron 302, Arizona Wing, Civil Air Pa-
trol. Its mission is to bolster communication with 
and among officers and cadets, enhance aware-
ness of squadron activities, and share news and 
information about the squadron and its person-
nel. In addition, the newsletter also can be 
viewed under the “News” link on the squadron’s 
Web site at www.squadron302.org. 
    Story submissions can be forwarded by the 
15th of the month preceding publication to Capt. 
Jerry Porter, squadron public-affairs officer, at 
civilairpatrolsq302pao@cox.net.  
    To guarantee receipt of the newsletter, read-
ers should ensure their  e-
mail addresses and other 
contact information remain 
current with the squadron 
and on national e-services 
at www.capnhq.gov. 
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